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SUBJECT: SIGNING CEREMONY FOR PANAMA CANAL TREATY 

REF: STATE 198648 

THE FOREIGN MINISTER THOUGHT IT MOST UNLIKELY WHEN I 
CONSULTED HIM THIS MORNING THAT PRESIDENTMORALAES 
BERMUDEZ WOULD BE ABLE TO ATTEND SUCH A CEREMONY. 

HE RECALLED THE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT A MONTH 
AGO THAT THE PRESDIENT HAD DECIDED TO DEFER ANY PLANS 
FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL THIS YEAR BECAUSE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
ECONOMIC CRISIS. THE MINISTER SAID. HOWEVER, THAT HE 
WOULD CONSULT MORALES BERMUDEZ AND GIVE ME A MORE 
AUTHORITATIVE REACTION TO THE IDEA. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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